GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT

Government was able to introduce it in 1932 because, at least as the
Conservatives insisted, they had secured a 'doctor's mandate' to do
what seemed best, after inquiry, to redress something called ' the adverse
balance of trade'. The National Government asked for a renewal of its
mandate in 1935 because, as it alleged, the causes which had called the
first National Government into existence had not disappeared. Because
it is a stick to beat the Government it is important, for its plausibility
is obvious. It is a useful argument that the Government has used its
majority to effect changes to which the electorate has not been asked to
consent. It suggests that the Government cannot be trusted and ought
to be turned out. Honesty apart, it is politic for the Government to
consider whether or not the argument can, in future, be used against it
with effect.

There may indeed be circumstances in which it is the duty of the
Government to ignore its lack of mandate and even to act counter to the
mandate which it has received. From 1919 to 1935 the policy of His
Majesty's Government, whatever party was in power, was based upon
the principle of 'collective security' through the League of Nations.
This principle was affirmed by the Conservative party at every general
election and was stated even more emphatically by the Liberal and
Labour parties. What is more, a powerful non-political, or at least all-
party, organisation, the League of Nations Union, had an efficient and
active propaganda machine which had helped to convince the electorate
that this was the policy to follow. Nor indeed did the electorate need
much convincing, for collective security seemed to offer a means of
avoiding the repetition of the sort of war from which every family in
the country had suffered from 1914 to 1918. The opposite policy, of
reliance on armaments and alliances, was believed to lead and to have
led in 1914 to war. In retrospect it will generally be agreed that the
thesis became untenable ip. 1931, when the League of Nations failed to
prevent the Japanese attack on Manchuria, though it will not be agreed
whether this was due to the defects of the League organisation, as the
Conservatives would contend, or to the failure of the National Govern-
ment to use the League machinery properly, as the Opposition
contended. On this point public opinion seemed to be with the Oppo-
sition, not only in 1931 but even after the accession of Hitler in 1933.
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